
Qualifying Examination Options

Education Policy Studies
Majors and minors in education policy studies should work with their Advisory Committee chairs to determine which of these options is appropriate.  Each student should specify which of these options is to be taken on the application form submitted to the Department Office of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies prior to taking the examination.  Students should check with the department secretary of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies for specific dates on which the applications are due.

Option I: Proctored Examinations
Majors

Under this option, majors are required to take a proctored eight-hour exam.   The first four hours consist of questions written by the current instructors of the two introductory policy seminars and focus on general issues of policy analysis.  The second four hours consist of questions written by the student’s concentration area advisor focusing on policy issues in the concentration area.  Prior to the oral examination, the general questions are read and rated by both seminar instructors, and the concentration area questions are read and rated by the concentration area advisor and one other member of the policy studies faculty.

Minors

For minors in education policy studies, the proctored exam consists of four hours of questions written by the student’s policy minor advisor.  The minor questions are read and rated by the policy minor advisor and one other policy studies faculty member.

Option II: Take-Home Examinations
Majors

If the student and committee chair agree, the following alternative examination is available for policy majors.  (Note: The proctored examination will be given if the student prefers this option and the committee chair agrees.)

(1)
The examination consists of two take-home essay assignments, one focusing on general issues of policy analysis and the other on policy issues in the concentration area.  Both assignments are written specifically for each student.

(2)
The first week’s essay assignments are written by two policy studies faculty members--usually the instructors of the two introductory policy seminars (H620 and H622).

(3)
The second essay assignment is written by the student’s concentration area advisor.

(4)
Neither assignment is disclosed in advance to the student.

(5)
Normally, on the Friday of the week in which proctored qualifying exams are scheduled by the School of Education, the student picks up the first essay assignment from the Department secretary.  However, special scheduling may be arranged if the student’s committee chair agrees.

(6)
Student responses to each essay assignment are limited to 20 double-spaced pages.

(7)
On the following Friday, the student turns in the completed first essay to the Department secretary and picks up the second essay assignment.

(8)
On the following Friday, the student turns in the completed second essay to the Department secretary.

(9)
There are no restrictions on the written materials or resource persons that might be consulted by the student in the process of writing the essays, except that policy studies faculty may not be consulted.  However, the essays are to be entirely the student’s own individual work.

(10)
Prior to the oral examination, the general essay is read and rated by the committee chair and the instructors of the introductory policy seminars, and the second essay is read and rated by the student’s concentration area advisor and one other policy studies faculty member in the concentration area.

Minors

If the student and committee member for the policy minor agree, the following alternative examination is available for policy minors.  (Note: The proctored examination will be given if the student or committee chair prefers.)

(1)
The examination consists of one take-home essay assignment focusing on general issues of policy analysis and the student’s specific studies in education policy.

(2)
The essay assignment is written specifically for the student by the student’s policy minor advisor and is not disclosed in advance to the student.

(3)
Normally, on the Friday of the week in which proctored qualifying exams are scheduled by the School of Education, the student picks up the essay assignment from the Department secretary.  However, special scheduling may be arranged if the student’s policy minor advisor agrees.

(4)
Student responses to the essay assignment are limited to 20 double-spaced pages.

(5)
On the following Friday, the student turns in the completed essay to the Department secretary.

(6)
There are no restrictions on the written materials or resource persons that might be consulted by the student in the process of writing the essay, except that policy studies faculty may not be consulted.  However, the essay is to be entirely the student’s own individual work.

(7)
Prior to the oral examination, the essay is read and rated by the student’s policy minor advisor and one other member of the policy studies faculty.

