Early Inquiry and Professional Development

Ph.D. Program in Education Policy Studies
This document outlines expectations and guidelines for fulfilling program requirements in early inquiry (a.k.a. “directed research”).  It also suggests program expectations for making progress in professional development over the course of a student’s graduate career.

Early Inquiry: The School of Education requires all doctoral students to complete an “early inquiry experience.” This is meant to be an actual research project which is “prior to the dissertation and not directly affiliated with the dissertation research.”  However, students may also choose to pursue an internship or professional experience; if it is appropriately structured, with a strong inquiry component, and leads to a written research report, this experience can be used as a basis for the early inquiry project as well. At the time of initiating this project, students should have completed at least Y520 or its equivalent; ideally, students will have taken, or be concurrently enrolled in, Y611 and Y502 by the time of the research as well. (Experience has shown the end of the second year of Ph.D. coursework to be the most fruitful time for early inquiry).  In most cases, a student will satisfy the early inquiry experience by enrolling in H590 (independent study) and working with members of his/her advisory committee to design and execute the study. Even if a student carries out an early inquiry project as part of another course requirement (e.g., Y611), three credits of H590 must be taken to fulfill the early inquiry requirement.  In such cases, the student usually uses the independent study course to refine the written product so that it can be submitted as a proposal for a presentation to a professional association or as a manuscript for a refereed journal. Often, students receive an “I” (Incomplete) for the semester in which they have registered for these 3 credits; a grade is granted when project data have been fully analyzed and a final report produced. In some cases, an early inquiry experience may also be fulfilled through completing a graduate seminar that does not fulfill any other Policy Studies program requirements.  In these instances, the chair of the advisory committee writes a memorandum to the Graduate Studies Office requesting that the seminar be allowed to substitute for the early inquiry course requirement.
Students are advised to choose an early inquiry project that requires practice in the research methods they are most likely to use for their dissertation projects. In most cases, this project involves the collection and analysis of original empirical data, although in some cases it might involve the use of existing data sources, such as an original quantitative analysis of existing databases or a critical document analysis.  Regardless, all early inquiry projects should stipulate the research methodology to be used, and should be based on clear analytic frameworks for data analysis. In addition, reports of early inquiry should follow, as closely as possible, the format of journal articles—typically 20-30 pages in length, double-spaced. Indeed, students are strongly encouraged to submit early inquiry papers for conference presentation or publication.
When the written project is complete,  a student is required to submit a copy to each member of the advisory committee and to secure their signatures on an Early Inquiry Experience Approval Form available at http://www.indiana.edu/~educate/EarlyInquiryApproval.doc.  The form should be turned in to the department secretary who will photocopy it and submit the original to the Graduate Studies Office for inclusion in the student’s permanent file.
Professional Development: Students are urged to take advantage of professional development opportunities early and often. Those primarily interested in government or agency policy work should seek a professional internship with a recognized policymaking or policy analysis organization. (In some cases, this internship, if it is appropriately structured and leads to a written research report, can be used as a basis for the early inquiry project as well.) Those primarily interested in the professoriate should seek varied teaching,  research, or service opportunities through the School of Education, other University entities, local organizations, or national professional associations. 
As part of their professional development, students are also urged to draw on their coursework, their early inquiry project, their dissertation research, or their academic employment to develop multiple proficiencies relevant to varied policy audiences--practitioners, policymakers, or informed citizens. Among other possibilities, such proficiencies may be developed and expressed through the creation of several different kinds of texts and projects, including, but not limited to: position papers, policy briefs, public presentations, advocacy statements, newspaper editorials, amicus briefs, graphic art, and videotapes.
