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Purpose

This course is designed to give graduate students who are interested in improving classroom
instruction greater insight into the nature of action research. This course will promote a view of action
research as an inquiry process that is school or classroom-based and closely tied to professional
development. The most important assumption of the class is teacher-researchers are most capable of
generating new knowledge about teaching practice through this inquiry process. As part of the
requirements for the course, students will be asked to develop and implement an action research plan
that is important to the student and related their classroom experience.

Related Assumptions:

Teachers will play increasingly critical leadership roles in schools of the 21st century. This leadership
role will involve the development of practice-based or empirical knowledge about the teaching-
learning process.

Action research offers teacher-leaders a research perspective from which to view the classroom. Action
research can and should lead to improved practice individually and collectively

Core Course Objectives:
Students will be able to:

- implement action research process as an approach to educational problem-solving and professional
development.

- differentiate pragmatically between teacher-research, collaborative research and school-wide action
research

- develop skills related to action research including:
the construction of a research diary
-relating their research problem to a larger body of knowledge.
-defining acceptable research problems
-developing appropriate library skills to support the research process
-assembling practical research plans

-interviewing, observation and document analysis



-collaboration in design and implementation of research protocols
- -defining local problems of district or school wide importance.
Course Topics:
. Historical and philosophical background for action research
. Different conceptualizations the action research
. Reflective Practice

. Action research and professional development
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3
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5. Observation and Narrative Data Collection Methods
6. Surveys and Self-Report Techniques

7. Discourse Analysis and Problem Solving Data collection Methods
8. Critical-Reflective Data Collection Methods

9. Analysis of Action Research Data

10. Reporting Action Research

11. Implementing the Results of Action Research

Class Assignments:

The primary assignment will be to develop and implement an action research plan. A report will be
developed that includes such basic items as: Background statement, Literature Review, Problem
statement, Methodology (including multiple methods) Analysis, Recommendations for making the
results public and implementing the results.
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