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Interdepartmental Memorandum
To:
Deans, Directors, Chairpersons & Graduate Student Advisors, ALL IU CAMPUSES

From:
Patrick O’Meara, Vice President for International Affairs

Date:
December 5, 2007 (Second distribution)

Re: 
International Enhancement Grants for Graduate Students 
jointly funded by the Office of the Vice President for International Affairs 
and the University Graduate School 

Application deadlines 

Nov. 5, 2007 for Spring 2008 grants

Feb. 18, 2008 for Summer 2008 grants 

April 16, 2008 for Fall 2008 grants 


Background   
Applications are now being accepted for the International Enhancement Grant competition. Grants of up to $2,000 are available on a competitive basis for graduate students seeking support to pursue relevant internationally-focused academic or training opportunities that will enhance their degree programs at Indiana University. The International Enhancement Grant is funded jointly by the Office of the Vice President for International Affairs and the University Graduate School and supports directed, off-campus international activities in areas that do not duplicate opportunities or coursework available through their home campus. 

Who Should Apply

Applicants may be graduate students from any discipline, department, or campus; must be enrolled in a program leading to a graduate degree at Indiana University; and must have completed at least nine credit hours of graduate coursework at IU by the time of application. Students of any nationality may apply, but projects must occur off the Indiana University campus. Students who will have completed their IU degree program by the semester of the grant are not eligible. Students already admitted to candidacy for the Ph.D. are not eligible.

The Application

Successful applicants will have an objective that can be feasibly obtained over the grant semester. Preference is given to applicants whose projects involve international travel, but this is not a requirement of the program. All projects must have an international focus, however. In addition to a personal statement, applicants should provide with their application materials a detailed description of their proposed program (such as a syllabus, course description, or program brochure). If the opportunity is not a regularly offered course, a detailed summary of the activities and confirmation of supervision from a host institution faculty member or on-site supervisor must be provided. Grants may not be used to support participation in any IU program or to support any research activities, nor may it be used to fund any program intended to earn credits toward an IU degree.  The International Enhancement Grant selection committee welcomes applications for participation in directed internships abroad. It is important for applicants to document (a) that they have the requisite skills for the position, (b) the content areas that will be addressed, and (c) how the experience will enhance their academic program at Indiana University.  Please keep in mind that the grant was established to fund programs that enrich and enhance students’ regular degree programs and is not intended to support the fulfillment of degree requirements, including required internships or earning degree credits. 
The Review Process
A multidisciplinary committee of faculty members from the IU campuses will review applications for this program and to select candidates for the grant. Evaluators will consider scholastic achievement, quality of the identified program, validity and feasibility of the proposal, faculty support as indicated by letters of reference, and the impact the experience will have on the applicant’s academic and/or professional goals.

Examples of Eligible and Ineligible Projects

Eligible enhancement projects include:

· Enrollment in language classes not offered at IU, but directly pertaining to your IU degree program.
Note: Enrollment in advanced language classes is only permitted after exhausting all training in that language offered at IU. 

· Participation in a directed internship program that will enhance academic/professional credentials. 
The internship must not be one this is required to fulfill an IU degree component.
· Attending degree-relevant classes not available on the IU campus.  
· Attending a month-long workshop or series of workshops overseas related to an area of study at IU. 

Ineligible enhancement projects include:

· Conducting research abroad related to a master’s thesis or doctoral dissertation.

· Working as a research assistant for an IU professor doing his/her research overseas.
· Work being done after an IU degree will be received. 
· Enrolling in a language course abroad that is offered at IU.
· Enrolling in a language course abroad prior to having exhausted all language training available at IU in that language. 

· Participation in an IU-sponsored overseas study program or course, or one resulting in credits to be applied toward an IU degree.
· Fulfilling an internship requirement of a degree program.

· Presenting a paper at an overseas conference. 

All applicants should contact Rose Vondrasek from the Office of the Vice President for International Affairs before applying for this grant to determine their eligibility. Any additional questions should be directed to Ms. Vondrasek at Franklin Hall 319, Bloomington, Indiana 47405, or by e-mail at rvondras@indiana.edu.

Applications can be found on the web at 
www.indiana.edu/~ovpia under the “Funding Opportunities” link.

Deadline for Receipt of all Application Materials is at 5:00 p.m. on:
Nov. 5, 2007 for Spring 2008 grants
Feb. 18, 2008 for Summer 2008 grants 
April 16, 2008 for Fall 2008 grants
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