
Spring 2010 Student Teachers

Prepare for Your Initial Teaching Job by Participating in the

Opening of School Field Experience
Offered in August 2009
School start dates vary from August 1st through the end of August please check your dates.  Stop by the office if you have any questions.
For this 5-day field experience, you will be placed with your (student teaching) supervising teacher to help organize the classroom for the start of school. You will have the opportunity to participate in the physical transformation of the classroom into a welcoming environment. In addition, you will work with the teacher as classroom routines are established. This is an opportunity to more fully understand classroom management and community building and work with a mentor to develop strategies for establishing a positive learning environment and getting the school year off to a good start. This is also an opportunity to build that critical relationship with your supervising teacher.
This field experience has been very popular with students in the past. In fact, previous students have recommended that this experience be required of all students doing their student teaching in the spring.

Requirements: Spend one full week (5 days) in the school for the professional days and first few days of class, usually in mid-August. All students will participate in Oncourse discussions & activities reflecting on and sharing with one another about the experience. We encourage students to take this course for one credit (but we can make arrangements for zero credits, if you are going to be over credits). The Opening of School Field Experience does not replace any other lab or field experience. 
Registration: Registration begins early April.  You must register for this course by late April so that we can communicate with teachers. You do not have to already have a confirmed student teaching placement—we will work with the student teaching office to verify when your placement is confirmed. 

For more information and authorization to register, stop by the Office of Early Field Experiences in Suite 1000, Education 1020M. 
I just finished my field experience at Arlington Heights Elementary School.  I found this week to be one of the most beneficial experiences I have had through the ed school.  I learned so much about the classroom that you would not learn going in the middle of the year.  I would recommend this class to anyone.  

—M101 student, Fall 2003
Comments from Opening of School Field Experience Students
I am really glad that I signed up for this experience.  Although I have only attended the teacher meetings it has proved to be well worth the time.  I have been able to build rapport with my supervising teacher that I would not have been able to do just showing up in January.  It has also given me a chance to get to know and spend time with the other staff and faculty in my school.  I have spent my time so far just helping my teacher get ready for the first day which is tomorrow (Monday 15th).  I have picked up on several techniques that I will carry with me when I have my own classroom.  I am very excited for the first day with the kids.  I know this will give us a chance to get to know each other before I come back in January.  I would highly recommend this class to anyone.  I feel that this class should be required for all pre-professional students who will be student teaching during the spring! – M101 student, Fall 2005
☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
I am really glad I signed up for this field experience. I have not only developed a great relationship with my two supervising teachers (2nd grade and 4th grade), but also learned many useful techniques when organizing my classroom. The entire staff has gone out of their way to make me feel a part of their community at school. Today (Wednesday August 17) was the first day with students and it was extremely successful. I can’t wait for tomorrow! I have a lot more confidence about my teaching ability and cannot wait to student teach in the Spring. I can’t believe this course is not required for all Spring student teachers!

I have also been reading the book How to be an Effective Teacher: The First Days of School by Harry K. Wong.  I feel it is easy to read and apply to the classroom. It definitely helped me today, on the first day of school. I found myself referring to the book when communicating with the students.  It also had a lot of great ideas while managing the classroom on the first day of school, which is extremely important and can effect the rest of the school year. – M101 student, Fall 2005
☼ ☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
I am so grateful for having the opportunity to participate in this experience.  I always knew that the beginning of the year was an important time, but I did not realize it was this crucial.  It seems that this first week of school sets up the environment for the rest of the school year.  Establishing rules and everyday procedures is a lot more time consuming than I had thought.  It not only requires weeks of planning by the teacher, but also takes several days for the students to learn.  It was not until the fourth day of school that our second graders were actually beginning to become more independent about their routine. Overall, I am so happy I participated in this experience.  I feel very comfortable with my students and mentoring teacher and cannot wait to go back. – M101 student, Fall 2003
